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        Karl Solie, CCIE #4599  graduated from DHS in 1986,  returned to his 
hometown of Durand, Wisconsin and to his old high school in February of 2004. 
He brought with him two books he has written to donate to the high school 
library.  

    After graduating from high school Karl went to UW-Stout in Menomonie, 
Wisconsin,  majoring  in Applied Mathematics and then received a B.A. degree in 
law from the University of California-Irvine. During his years in California, he 
worked for the McDonnell-Douglas company. He has 13 years of experience in the 
Networking field, where he designed and implemented  LAN/WAN-based (Local 
Area Networks & Wide Area ) networks. During this time he had studied and tried 
for the CCIE (Cisco Certified Internetworking Expert) certification and it wasn't 
until his third attempt at the very difficult test that he passed. The test consists  a 
two-hour written exam and then if you passed that part, they called you back for 
a two practical exam where you set  up a network.  Then the test requires that 
you debug the network after the instructors/proctors inserted problems into 
it.  An indication of the difficulty level of the test is the fact that only 12,000 
people in the world have ever passed the test. Karl's CCIE license number is 4599, 
indicating that he is about the 3500th person to pass this certification (numbering 
began at 1024...leave it to Computer "Geeks" to number in an unusual way!).  Karl 
currently works  for the CISCO company, where he has traveled  the country as a 
network engineer .  Additionally, Karl teaches networking at a technical school in 
the Twin Cities area. 



    At CISCO, Karl is not only working on networks but writing books, too. He set 
out to help people like him reach that CCIE certification. He thought that there 
should be material designed to help people hoping to pass the test prepare by 
giving samples and teaching them what they  need to know. The depth of thought 
and help that Karl put into his books is shown by the fact that the first book was in 
excess of 1200 pages.  So far Karl has written  two books and perhaps  there'll be 
more to come. These books then have been published in a number of 
languages.  Karl brought with him a copy of his book written in Mandarin 
(Japanese). Many people have benefited from his work and have told him so. He 
told us of the letters he has received from people from around the world thanking 
him for helping them succeed on the tough CCIE test. 

    Though he spends a lot of time working, Karl isn't all about work. Karl and his 
wife, Sandra, have  two daughters, Amanda, age 11, and Paige, 8 and spending 
time with his family is important to him. They presently live near Hudson in St. 
Joseph, WI. He even boasted a little about how capable  his kids are with 
computers. He said, "They already went through a couple of them. They get the 
computers I design at CISCO." He also spends time volunteering at the area 
schools. Karl enjoys it and had said, "I love to help bring the internet to schools. 
It's very rewarding."  

        

Left to Right: Mr. Don Rahman (Karl's high school Algebra and computer teacher), 
 John Solie (father), and author Karl Solie. 
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